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believed that the high number of saloons was the cause of excessive consumption. This became known as the Maine Law. By 1855, thirteen of the thirty states has passed their own prohibition laws (Johnson 679) . The Women's Christian Temperance Union, also known as the W.C.T.U, was formed in 1874, after a group of women heard a lecture from a Dr. Dios Lewis. The lecture made the women act out against drinking, going into saloons and holding peaceful sit-ins or "pray-ins" demanding that the saloons stop selling liquor. In a mere three months, the women of the Women's Christian Temperance Union had run liquor out of two hundred and fifty small towns. The group started out just for prohibition of alcohol but turned to put an end to other vices like drug and tobacco usage. They believed prohibition of these things would make things better for women and children. Women didn't have the right to vote at the time and had very limited rights. There was little to no legal protection for women and children, and taking alcohol from the equation was believed to make life less dangerous for them (wctu.org).
Many women flocked to the prohibition movement, because it was known that 'dry legislatures' were in favor of women's rights (Johnson 679 ).
The Anti-Saloon League joined the Women's Christian Temperance Union in the fight for prohibition in 1893.
Founded by Wayne Wheeler in Oberlin, Ohio, he was no stranger to the dangers of alcohol. He lost an uncle to alcohol, and he himself was injured by a drunk farm hand wielding a pitch fork. The fight was near and dear to him. been referred to as the Uncle Tom's Cabin of the temperance movement. It fueled the desire for change and showed the many dangers of alcohol. The film shows a drunk man blowing all of his money at the bar, and when his daughter is sent to get him, she is killed in a bar fight. The man goes through grief while experiencing delirium tremens, a severe form of alcohol withdrawal that involves sudden and severe mental or nervous system changes (basically the man went crazy). Films like these fueled propaganda and fear, because it showed that alcohol could destroy families.
Prohibition came to be seen as eradicating an evil in modern society (pbs.org). The Anti-Saloon League and the Women's Christian Temperance Movement wanted and desperately fought for a law to put an end to what they believed was tearing away at the fabric of the American family. They wanted and desperately sought the Eighteenth Amendment.
When America entered World War I, The Anti-Saloon League began to appeal to the people's patriotism.
During the war, Americans were rationing goods to help the war effort, and making beer or liquor was seen as a wasteful use of the scarce goods. In 1918, the Anti-Saloon League released a campaign poster in Ohio that read:
"Millions of bushels of grain were consumed to manufacture intoxicants while patriotic people of America limited their food. Millions of pounds of sugar were used in making intoxicants while people were doing without sugar. Thousands and thousands of cars were used for shipments to and from breweries when S Longdon 6 years in fear that Capone would go after any witness that testified. District Judge James Wilkerson rejected the plea deal, and sent it to trial. Capone, with the undocumented deep pockets, began to bribe jurors in his favor. Judge
Wilkerson caught wind of the incidents and switched the jury at the last minute. Al Capone was found guilty of evading a lump sum of one hundred and eighty two thousand dollars in taxes, (chicagotribune.com) and sentenced to eleven years in federal prison (fbi.gov).
Prohibition caused massive problems for society the thirteen years it was in place. The voices behind the movement promised positive gains in all aspects of society from family life to economics. That was not the case.
Prohibition greatly increased government spending, while at the same time causing the government to lose much tax revenue. In New York about seventy five percent of the state's revenue was from liquor sales. The federal government was hoping that the income tax that was put in place before Prohibition was enacted would make up for the loss, but that calculation was severely off. The federal government lost eleven billion dollars in potential tax revenue from liquor sales and spent three hundred million trying to implement the Volstead Act (osu.edu). One thing that took prohibition supporters by surprise was the decline in spending. They expected many to spend the extra money they now had on entertainment and dining. Instead, no group had any economic growth. Thousands of jobs became eliminated in many industries hurting the already poor (pbs.org).
In the decade before prohibition, alcohol consumption had been on a steady decline. When 1921 rolled around, two years after the amendments ratification, consumption climbed above pre-war levels. The homicide rate jumped seventy four percent from its pre-prohibition period. Instead of eliminating saloons, there became more places to drink. The difference was women were now more accepted at these saloons. Prisons began to overcrowd (cato.org), not turn into churches like Billy Sunday toted. The government and the people decided it was time to put an end to the experiment.
With the United States clawing its way out of the Great Depression, the people needed a morale boost.
Franklin Roosevelt ran on repealing the Eighteenth Amendment. This was unheard of, because an amendment had never been repealed before. In December 1932, the Twenty First Amendment was proposed by Senator John Blaine of Wisconsin (Albany.edu) advocating the repeal the Eighteenth Amendment. The amendment got the popular vote in February of 1933, officially repealing The Volstead Act and Eighteenth Amendment (Potsdam.edu). Even after it was repealed, dry groups continued to push for temperance, though it did not gain traction this time around. Prohibition left its footprint on American history in many ways we still feel today. Alcohol is once again regulated and taxed by the government, giving many the idea that maybe the same could be done with marijuana. Big cities like New York still feel the wrath of different crime families that came about from prohibition. A lot was learned and can still be learned from this stage in American society. Prohibition was a failed experiment that many wish did not happen, with long lasting effects that were still felt in the decades that followed.
